TOWN OF CONCORD
MASSACHUSETTS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT INTERPRETATION AND
ENFORCEMENT OF THE DRINKING WATER IN SINGLE-SERVE PET
BOTTLES BYLAW

L. What is the effective date of the bylaw?
The bylaw becomes effective January 1, 2013.

2. How do [ know which bottles are made of PET?

Almost all clear plastic bottles in which beverages are sold are made of polyethylene
terephthalate, also called PET or PETE. Bottles made of PET will have the number 1 and/or PETE
with the recycling symbel on the bottle. Recently, some beverages are starting to be sold in

clear bottles made of other plastics; these bottles do not have the number 1 and PETE included
ir thefr recycling symbol,

3. 'What types of bottles are prohibited from sale under the bylaw?

The bylaw prohibits the sale of non-sparkling, unflavored drinking water in PET botties of 1 liter
(34 ounces) in size or less,

Only botties made from PET are prohibited from being sold. The sale of water in bottles made
from other types of plastics is aliowed.

Only the sale of non-sparkiing, unflavored drinking water in bottles of 1 liter or less in size is
prohibited. The sale of juice beverages, flavored waters, and sparkling water, in bottles of any
size, is allowed. Examples-of these types of beverages include flavored waters such as
Vitaminwater®; sports drinks such as Gatorade®; energy drinks; seltzers and other sparkling
drinks; sods; juice; julce-flavored and artificially-flavored beverages; and bottied teas.

4. May cases of bottled water {for example, cases of 12 1-liter bottles or 24 12 oz. bottles) be
sold?

No. If the individual bottles in the case are 1 liter or less, and the product being sold Is non-
sparkling, unflavored drinking water, the sale is prohibited, even though the bottles are
packaged in case guantities.

5. May bottled water be offered for sale in vending machines?

No, not if the bottles are 1liter in size or less and the product being soid is plain, non-sparkling,
unfiavored drinking water,

6. May bottled water be offered for sale at community events such as sports events, road races,
festivals, theater performances, catered events, and similar situations?




No, not if the bottles are 1 liter in size or less and the product being sold is plain, non-sparkling,
unflavored drinking water, '

May bottles of water or cups of water be offered for free to patrons?

Yes. Only the sale of bottled drinking water is prohibited. Water may be provided for free in
any form. '

How will the bylaw be enforced?

The Town Manager has designated the Health Division with the responsibility to enforce this
Bylaw. Early in.January 2013, Health Division staff will begin inspections of retail stores,
restaurants, and other venues that are likely to be selling bottled beverages. Health Division
staff will determine whether bottled water of 1 liter or less is being offered for sale. if so, upon
first inspection the business will be issued a written warning. Re-inspection of businesses
violating the bylaw will occur within one week, If bottled water is being sold at the time of the
second inspection, a Nen-Criminal Citation with a fine of $25 will be issued to the business. On
the third and subsequent inspections, a Non-Criminal Citation with a fine of $50 wili be issued to
the business if bottled water is being sold in violation of the bylaw.

The Bylaw will aiso be enforced upon complaint to the Health Division. Anyone who observes
bottled water being sold may contact the Health Division at (978) 318 3275 to register a

complaint. Health Division staff will investigate promptly and enforce the bylaw if staff observes
bottled water being sold.

What is the appeal process if | believe 3 Non-Criminal Citation has been issued to my business
in error?

The Town’s Bylaw Providing For Non-Criminal Disposition Of Violations Of Town Bylaws, and
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, section 21D outlines the appeal process. Any.person
who wishes to contest a Non-Criminal Citation may, within 21 days of receiving such citation, file
a written request for a hearing at District Court.




